
Dear Members of our Catholic  Parishes, 

   I came across this description of the Mass, written in the year 150, by St Justin the 

Martyr. On the day called Sunday there is a meeting in one place of those who live in 

cities or the country, and the memoirs of the apostles or the writings of the 

prophets are read as long as time permits. When the reader has finished the 

president in a discourse urges and invites us to the imitation of those noble things. 

Then we all stand up together and offer prayers. And, as said before, when we have 

finished the prayer, bread is brought, and wine and water, and the president 

similarly sends up prayers and thanksgiving to the best of his ability, and the 

congregation assents, saying the Amen; the distribution and reception of the 

consecrated elements by each one, takes place and they are sent to the absent by 

the deacons. Those who prosper, and who so wish, contribute, each one as much as 

he chooses to. What is collected is deposited with the president, and he takes care 

of orphans and widows, and those who are in want on account of sickness or any 

other cause, and those who are in bonds, and the strangers who are sojourners 

among us, and, briefly, he is the protector of those in need. 

   It is amazing that the Mass has changed so little in almost two thousand years, 

and gives truth to the continuity of the mission of the Church, beginning at the Last 

Supper. We are blessed to have eleven young men studying for the priesthood for 

the diocese of Reno, four of them from Elko. We are looking forward to the 

ordination to the diaconate of Patrick Klekas later this year. This flourishing of 

vocations is not the same in all places. In my native Ireland, one time, we were 

famous for sending missionary priests to the four corners of the world, and 

especially to the USA. Now, in Ireland, there is a desperate shortage of priests, and 

many parishes have had to be closed or clustered with other parishes. Also, the 

average age of a priest in Ireland is 64. Let us pray that the flourishing of vocations 

to the priesthood will continue in the USA, and that there might be a revival of 

vocations in Ireland and across Europe. 

God bless, 

Father Dan 

PRIEST  STUDY  DAYS 

   This week, Monday Jan. 16 until Friday, Jan. 20, the priests of the diocese of Reno 

will gather for their annual and mandatory Study Days in Minden, NV. We priests 

very much value this time together, not just because of the opportunity to update 

on the teachings and practices of the Church, but also as a time to socialize with our 

fellow priests, many of whom we do not often see during the year because of 

distance. Fr. Biju, Fr. Tomy, and I will be participating. The office will be open as 



usual, and Communion Services will take place at the normal weekday Mass times. 

Please keep us priests in your prayers, as we will be praying for you. 


